
Pastor Patrick will be on vacation December 26 – January 2.  

Please call Roberta at 724-368-8507 to start the prayer chain.  For 

any pastoral needs, please contact one of our ruling elders: Kelly, 

Karen, Dan, or Bruce.  Roberta has all their contact info if you need it. 

 
Sunday School on Sunday, January 1 (New Year’s Day) will be 

canceled.  Worship will still take place at 10:30am. 

 
New Year’s Praise & Prayer Service:  Sunday, January 1, 10:30am.  

Join us for a special worship service led by the session members to 

start the new year off. 

 
Adult Sunday School will begin a new class on Sunday, January 8, 

at 9:30am called Moving Mountains: Praying with Passion, 

Confidence, and Authority.  Join us as we learn to approach prayer 

with greater confidence and to partner with God to get things done. 

 
Good News is the next sermon series beginning January 8 at 

10:30am.  Bad news seems like it is available everywhere, so what 

we need is good news that lasts.  You are invited to subscribe to 

God’s newspaper, the Bible, and be reminded that God’s good news 

will prevail over everything else. 

 
New officer ordination and installation will be during worship on 

Sunday, January 8. 

 
Game Night is Saturday, January 14, at 6:00pm.  You can bring your 

favorite card or board game and a snack to share.  This is a great 

way for adults and kids to have fun together. 

 
ADVENT IN NARNIA – Advent sermon series:  In The Lion, the 

Witch, and the Wardrobe four children enter the magical land of 

Narnia, where it is always winter but never Christmas.  This Advent, 

Narnia becomes this place and time God has given us.  A season to 

prepare for Him and see His Kingdom coming in the life of His Son 

Jesus.  May we excitedly enter through the wardrobe doors to meet 

with the Lord! 
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WORSHIP PREPARATION & PRAYER 
 

Song of Gathering 

(livestream begins) 

 

Welcome & Announcements   

Prayer of Invocation   

 

*Call to Worship & Lighting the Advent Candles  

Isaiah 7 & 60  The Keeley family 

Leader:  Our waiting is over!  The Lord himself gave us a sign: 

The virgin conceived and gave birth to a son, and called him 

Immanuel. 

People:  Arise, shine; for our light has come, and the glory of 

the LORD has risen upon us. 
 

Leader:  For the darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his 

glory will appear over you. 

People:  Nations shall come to our light, and kings to the 

brightness of our dawn. 
 

Leader: Advent is over, and Christmas is here! Come, Lord 

Jesus, our light and our salvation. Let us walk in the light of the 

Lord. 

 

*Hymn (see insert)    “A Candle Is Burning” 

 

Corporate Prayer of Confession 

We confess that we ignore the Christ you sent to be among us, 

to be in us.  We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the 

Christmas season and do not yearn for his birth each moment 

in our waiting hearts.  Lord, you came to us in the fullness of 

time.  Forgive us for not opening our eyes to your coming.  It’s 

time that we prepare for your coming.  Let the earth ring with 

song.  Let the light break forth.  Let us all rejoice in the miracle 

of love.  Let Christ come into the fullness of our time.  Amen. 

Meditation & Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon        Isaiah 40:1-2, John 3:16 

 

WORSHIP IN GOD’S WORD 
 

Old Testament Scripture       Micah 5:1-4 

 

Hymn #141    “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

New Testament Scripture     Luke 2:21-35 

 

Sermon         “Christmas: Seeing the Salvation of the Lord” 

 

WORSHIP IN DECLARING OUR FAITH 
 

Worship God with Our Tithes and Offering   

 

*Doxology Hymn #625   

*Prayer of Dedication   

 

*Hymn # 137     “What Child Is This?” 

(livestream ends) 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (inside cover of hymnal) 

 

*Hymn #128      “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 

*New Testament Responsive Reading (see insert) 

Revelation 21 & 22 

 

*Benediction 

*Benediction Response Hymn #82 (verses 1 & 4) 

 “O Come, Let Us Adore Him” 

_________________________________________ 

*ALL THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND 



“A Candle Is Burning” 

(tune of “Away in a Manger”) 

 

Verse 1:  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright 

A candle of HOPE in December's dark night 

Like Mary we sing praises to God, most High 

Our hearts we prepare now, for Jesus is nigh 

 

Verse 2:  A candle is burning, a candle of PEACE 

A candle to signal that conflict must cease 

For Jesus is coming to show us the way 

A message of PEACE humbly laid in the hay 

 

Verse 3:  A candle is burning, a candle of JOY 

A candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy 

Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow 

As JOY brightens winter like sunshine on snow 

 

Verse 4:  A candle is burning, a candle of LOVE 

A candle to point us to heaven above 

A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth 

For Jesus is bringing God’s LOVE to the Earth 

 

Verse 5:  We honor Messiah with the CHRIST candle flame 

Our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim 

O come, all ye faithful, rejoice in this night 

As God comes among us, the Christians’ true light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Testament Responsive Reading 

Revelation 21 & 22 

 

Leader:  Jesus says, “Look, I am coming soon!  My reward is 

with me, and I will give to each person according to what they 

have done.” 

People:  You are the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 

Last, the Beginning and the End. 

 

Leader:  Immanuel says, “Look, I am coming soon!  Blessed 

is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in my 

Scriptures.” 

People:  Let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free 

gift of the water of life. 

 

Leader:  He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am 

coming soon.”  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

People:  “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 

people, and he will dwell with them.  We will be his people, 

and He will be our God. 

 


